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Preface

Books are always our best companion. The idea of writing or

editing a book remains always in our mind. Our students come from semi-
urban background and not very fluent in English reading, writing and
speaking. English is not just a Second language to them, but it is completely
a foreign language to the rural background pupils. So, we research
mnovative techniques to make them familiar. This continuous research
motivates us to edit a book on the topic. We can well see the potential of the
book as it is not just about the ‘Teaching’ of English but basically about
‘Leaming’ English as such. But of course it will be very helpful for ELT,
per se,
The book making is a long process and it needs a careful study of area,
topics and research methodologies, along with very intensive and extensive
genuine research work before we start. The very first thing which struck our
mind was to choose the topic which could be beneficial for students and
teachers both. Our undergraduate students, who actually lack Basic English
speaking, reading and writing standard, gave us many new topics to write.
They and their problems motivated us to collect opinions of our fellow
colleagues on the wider perspectives of the chosen topic and edit a book on
the subject. We have endeavored to cover many areas which need to be
given emphasize when we teach or learn English. Our main focus is to give
tricks and useful tips to enhance and leam English as a second language.
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Crisis of English Studies in Non-Metropolitan

Cities and Towns
Dr. Monika Jaiswal
Department of English
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"It is difficult to see adequately the functions of language. because it
s so deeply rooted in whole of human behaviour that it may be suspected
that there is little in the functional side of our conscious behaviour in which
language does not play Its part" (Downs 1998) These lines are enough to
depict the ubiquitous role played by the language. Language speaks
volumes to unravel the personality of human being as his educational, social
and cultural background gets reflected through it. So language acquisition
becomes prime significant issue-for a person with a desire 10 upward
mobility lucrative job recognition at social and workplace. As a teacher this
is the pious duty of our community to help and motivate our students 10
acquire mastery over English. In this context it is necessary for most of us 0
realize that our contribution as a teacher remains incomplete if we treal our
duties as done after completing the syllabi but we need (o analyze our
teaching skills and experiment with devices and techniques that tum
language leaming into a fun and motivate students for self- learning.

SOME FACTS ABOUT ENGLISH :

1. English is spoken by over 300 million people as their native language.

5 300 million people use English as second language and an additional
100 million people use it fluently as foreign language.

3. Latin was the medium of education in Western Europe throughout the
middle ages while French was the language of diplomacy for four
centuries, from the 17th to 20th.

4. In Indian sub-continent English became the dominant language of
communication among the educated classes after the famous Minutes

of Lord Macaulay in 1835.
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5. English has many varieties. Only British English has more than 30
vareties.

Basically the main problems encountered by an English teacher are :
» Overcrowded classrooms
» Time slot allotted to English
* Discipline Problem
« Hesitation of Students
» Fear of failure on the part of teacher
* Fear of school administration
» Lack of awareness of latest technology
» Reluctance to use innovative instructional materialtechnology
by the teacher
» Fixed time frame to complete the syllabilé

Thus it is essential even for the teachers to monitor their own
linguistic skills and to make constant efforts for self evalvation and
improvement. The heightened awareness of teacher can enable him'her to
monitor :

a) The sound system of different languages

b) Differences between these sound systems

¢) Differences between varieties of native and non-native Englishes

d) Differences between other non-native Englishes and Indian

English (Sadanand, 19%).

The ideal model for imitation is not native English but Received
Pronunciation (R.P.). It is the model that is spoken by a public school
educated native speaker. It is standard and acceptable all over the world.
Linguists believe that to enhance the oral communication of leamers,
teachers should not teach them about the language but the language itself,
because language is not taught but caught. To develop the communicative
skills of students they should be motivated to think in the target language
which requires total involvement in fluency centered activities replaced by
accuracy centered activities at higher level,

The reason for this drawback can be found in inadequate exposure to
the language. Unfortunately we have largely ignored this fact in favour of
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vil. Do crosswords viii. Play word games

iX. watch news channels like BBC and CNN

X. Speak and listen

xl. don't be afraid of making mistakes

National Knowledge Commission also emphasizes that proficiency in
English is widely perceived as an important avenue for employment and
upward mobility. which also greatly facilitates the pursuit of higher
education. It advocates on incorporation of English into the curriculum from
Class 1 because most of the language leaming takes place in formative years
of a child’s life. It would help reduce the divide between English medium
schools and regional language-medium schools. Since language learning
takes place not only through direct instruction but also through assimilation
from the environment, the classroom needs to be equipped with appropriate
supplementary audio-visual and print material. Resource libraries could be
set up in every classroom. comprising of a collection of books, magazines,
newspapers, audiovisual material and posters, appropriate to the age of the
students, on a variety of subjects. Language leaming opportunities should
also be created outside the classroom through specific bi-lingual radio and
TV channels, which could be introduced for formal and informal teaching

and learning of English only then language teaching can also become a fun
for teachers.
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