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Who is Pharmacist?
In general, Pharmacists, also known as chemists or druggists, are 
healthcare professionals who practice in pharmacy, the field of 
health sciences focusing on safe and effective medication use.

Apart from this, Pharmacist is the one who deals with all the 
fields related to medicine.

From cultivation of medicinal plant, Extraction, 
Synthesis, Clinical and non clinical experiments, 

Dispensing, monitoring, Pharmacovigilance.
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Hospital Pharmacy
• Work in larger hospital and institutional pharmacies, frequently 

Interact with prescribers and Doctors.

• MAINTAINS medical records, influence the SELECTION OF DRUGS and 
dosage regimens, MONITOR patient compliance and therapeutic 
response to drugs, and to recognize and report ADVERSE DRUG 
REACTIONS;

• Serves as a member of policy-making committees, including those 
concerned with drug selection, the use of antibiotics, and hospital 
infections (DRUG AND THERAPEUTICS COMMITTEE) and thereby 
influences the preparation and composition of an essential-drug list or 
formulary;

• EDUCATE other health professionals about the rational use of drugs;

• PARTICIPATES in studies to determine the beneficial or adverse effects 
of drugs, and is involved in the analysis of drugs in body fluids;

• PROCUREMENT and INVENTORY management of drugs

• Planning and implementation of CLINICAL TRIALS.



The Prescription
Definition:- Prescription is the written order from a registered medicinal
practitioner to pharmacist to compounding and dispenses a specific
medication for the patient.
The prescriptions are generally written in the English language but Latin
words or abbreviations are frequently used in order to save time.

PARTS OF A PRESCRIPTION

1.Date

2.Name, age, sex and address 
of the patient

3. Superscription (a symbol 
"Rx", means "Take Thou"It's
Latin word. English meaning 

you take.)

4. Inscription (the composition 
of the medicine and amount of 

dosage.)

5. Subscription (the direction 
to dispense the dosage form)

6. Signa. Or signature (the 
direction given by the writer to 

the patient, how and when 
should the medicines are 

taken.) TDS, BID etc

7. Renewal instruction

8. Signature, address and 
registration number of the 

prescriber.





SOURCES OF ERROR IN PRESCRIPTION
1.Abbreviation:- Abbreviation presents a problem in understanding parts of the prescription order.

Extreme care should be taken by a pharmacist in interpreting the Abbreviation. Pharmacists should

not guess at the meaning of an ambiguous Abbreviation.

2.Name of the drug:- There are certain drugs whose name look or sound like those of other drugs.

Some of the example of such drugs is as under: - Digitoxin and Digoxin

3. Strength of preparation:- The strength of the preparation should be stated by the prescriber. It is

essential when various strengths of a product are available in market.

4.Dosage form of the drug prescribed:- Many medicines are available in more than one dosage form

like as liquid, tablet, capsule, etc...

5.Dose:- Unusually high or low doses should be discussed with the prescriber. Pediatric dosage may

present. So pharmacist should consult pediatric posology to avoid an error. Sometime a reasonable

dose is administered too frequently.

6. Instructions for the patient:- The instructions for the patient which are given in the prescription

are incomplete or omitted. The quantity of the drug to be taken, the frequent and timing of

administration and route of administration should be clearly given in the prescription so as to avoid

any confusion.

7. Incompatibilities:- It is essential to check that there are no pharmaceutical or therapeutic

incompatibilities in a prescribed preparation and that different medicines prescribed for the same

patient do not interact with each other to produce any harm to patient. Certain antibiotics should not

be given with meals since it significantly decrease the absorption of the drug.
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Research and Development
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Herbal Pharmacy

Research in Phytochemistry

Formulation in dosage Form

Cultivation, harvesting, Extraction and purification of Active ingredients

Babylonian medicine, Unani and Siddha medicine

Reference – Ayruveda, Chinese medicinal System,

Identification of herbal product for the particular disease

Current trend is shifting toward herbal medicine($6 billion global market)



Medicinal chemistry

Medicinal chemists are focused on DRUG DISCOVERY and development and are 
concerned with the isolation of medicinal agents found in plants, as well as the 

creation of new synthetic drug compounds.
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Regulatory Pharmacy

Health and drug policy
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